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Libussa, at the same time, pointed out to them a more respect-
able employment, for occupying their activity, and restoring to
their fame, which now, like a cracked pot when struck, emitted
nothing but discords, the sound ring of knightly virtues. She
placed them at the head of an army, which she was dispatching
to encounter Zornebock, the Prince of the Sorbi, a giant, and a
powerful magician withal, who was then meditating war against
Bohemia. This commission she accompanied with the penance,
that they were not to appear again at Court, till the one could
offer her the plume, the other the golden spurs, of the monster,
as tokens of their victory.

The unfading rose, during this campaign, displayed its magic
virtues once more. By means of it, Prince Wladomir was as
invulnerable to mortal weapons, as Achilles the Hero ; and as
nimble, quick and dextrous, as Achilles the Light-of-foot. The
armies met upon the southern boundaries of the Kingdom, and
joined in fierce battle. The Bohemian heroes flew through the
squadrons, like storm and whirlwind; and cut down the thick
spear-crop, as the scythe of the mower cuts a field of hay.
Zornebock fell beneath the strong dints of their falchions ; they
returned in triumph with the stipulated spoils to Vizegrad; and
the spots and blemishes, which had soiled their knightly virtue,
were now -washed clean away in the blood of their enemies.
Libussa bestowed on them every mark of princely honour, dis-
missed them to their homes when the army was discharged; and
gave them, as a new token of her favour, a purple-red apple from
her pleasure-garden, for a memorial of her by the road, enjoining
them to part the same peacefully between them, without cutting
it in two. They then went their way; put the apple on a shield,
and had it borne before them as a public spectacle, while they con-
"sulted together how the parting of it might be prudently effected,
according to the meaning of its gentle giver.

While the point where their roads divided lay before them at
a distance, they proceeded with their partition-treaty in the most
accommodating mood; but at last it became necessary to deter-
mine which of the two should have the apple in his keeping, for
both had equal shares in it, and only one could get it, though
each promised to himself great wonders from the gift, and was
eager to obtain possession of it. They split in their opinions on
this matter; and things went so far, that it appeared as if the
sword must decide, to whom this indivisible apple had been al-